
The number of military 
veterans and family 
members who have 
received benefits under 
the Post-9/11 GI bill

Why Is Collecting Data on Military-Connected 
Students a Challenge?

MILITARY STUDENTS: BY THE NUMBERS

HOW DO THEY STACK UP: 
COMPARING MILITARY STUDENTS 
TO NON-MILITARY PEERS

DIGGING DEEPER: 

THE MILITARY-CONNECTED
STUDENT EXPERIENCE
Campuses are increasingly focusing efforts to support military-connected students. However, with varying 
definitions and a lack of data, knowing how to support this unique population can be a significant challenge. 
What can we do to learn more about—and tailor our efforts to—military-connected students?

1.5
million

DEFINITIONAL 
ISSUES

Campuses often have to 
rely on military students to 
self-identify through forms, 
surveys, seeking services, 

or financial aid benefits. 
This many not capture the 

entire population.

SCATTERED  
INFORMATION

The data that do exist on 
military students are spread 

across multiple datasets, 
offices, and divisions on 

campus. 

KNOWLEDGE 
GAP

Much of the existing 
research is limited to 

federal government data,  
studies with small sample 

sizes on single campuses, or 
considers military student 

population as a singular unit.

17%
Expect to spend 10 
or more hours per 
week on military-
related activities

50%
Are still active 

duty or in 
reserves

33%
Are transfer 

students

38%
Were deployed 

to area(s) 
designated 
hazardous

51%
Are first-generation 

students

Digging deeper shows more to the story than just military students struggle with peer connections. Different 
parts of the population—including those not currently serving or those who have had a previous hazardous 
deployment—struggle more. The military student experience may differ vastly across the population and these 
differences may have implications for how we support these students.

Data Source: 
Skyfactor Mapworks 2016-2017 Transition One Survey
n=44,089 undergraduate students (including 894 military students) from 42 U.S. institutions

TM

High Institutional
Commitment

Non-Military Students

High Institutional
Satisfation

 All Military Students

 Military Students

 Military Students vs. Non-Military Students

 Military Subpopulations and High Peer Conections

 Non-Military Students

High Academic
Integration

Not Currently Serving

High Social
Commitment

Previous Hazardous  
Deployment

High Peer
Commitment

Military Transfer Students

78% 82%

47%

52%

30%

53% 54%

12%

56%
45%

15%

47%

30%

18%

47%

At a high-level, military students report similar experiences related to commitment and satisfaction, but 
struggle to make connections with their peers.


